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Format for Tonight

• Panelists answer prepared questions
• Live questions from patients via Facebook
• Recording will be available (online)
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Question #1

What is a Radiation 
Oncologist?

RTAnswers.org
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Question #2

How common is 
prostate cancer? 

RTAnswers.org



Question #3

There has been some 
controversy regarding 
PSA screening -- what 
do you tell your 
patients about 
screening?

RTAnswers.org



Source: NCCN
Patient Guide



Question #4

Once you (or a loved 
one) has undergone a 
biopsy and been 
diagnosed with prostate 
cancer, where should 
you get information 
about the diagnosis?

RTAnswers.org
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 - Stick with .edu and .org sites (try to stay off of chat / discussion forums) because cases are very different.  What might be good for one patient may not be the right choice for someone else
 - RT Answers (ASTRO’s patient education page)
 - NCCN
 - Prostate Research Foundation – Prostate Cancer Guide that can be emailed
 - Zero – Patient resources





Source: NCCN
Patient Guide
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Question #5

After a biopsy (and 
possibly an MRI), are 
there any additional 
tests someone should 
get once they’ve been 
diagnosed with 
prostate cancer?    

RTAnswers.org
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(does this depend on the stage that they are)?

Depending on stage:� - Assess LN risk in pelvis (MRI pelvis)
 - Assess risk for bone metastasis: bone scan

 - Genomic test (from biopsy material)

?? Discuss PET scans here – are they used for prostate cancer?
     flucyclovine vs. PSMA



semanticscholar.org

itnonline.com
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Question #12

So once you have all of 
these tests, how do 
you stage prostate 
cancer?

RTAnswers.org
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Source: NCCN Patient Guide

Gleason Score / Grade Group

Stage 
Group

PSA



Question #14

Isn’t surgery more 
effective at treating 
early-stage prostate 
cancer?      

RTAnswers.org
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ProtecT Trial – Next Slide




Hamdy, et al. NEJM Oct 2016
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Question #19

What are the types of 
radiation therapy?

What are ”seeds”?

RTAnswers.org
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Source: Elekta.comSource: GenesisCare

Linear Accelerator Brachytherapy
“Seeds”



Question #20

What are common 
side effects 
experienced during 
radiation therapy?

What about later, 
after treatment is 
over?

RTAnswers.org
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RTAnswers.org
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