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Hello, I’d like to welcome everyone joining us for today’s Ask a Radiation Oncologist session focusing on lung cancer. I’m Malcolm Mattes, and I’ll be moderating this session as a representative of the ASTRO communications committee. I’d like to start out by thanking the ASTRO Staff, particularly Jeff White,  Daniel Mulligan, and Beth Bukata for helping to facilitate this event. We have a distinguished panel of speakers who volunteered to share their expertise in lung cancer with us today. This includes Kristin Higgins from the Emory University Winship Cancer Institute in Atlanta, Salma Jabbour from the Rutgers University Cancer Institute of New Jersey, Cliff Robinson from the Washington University Siteman Cancer Center in St. Louis, and Jim Urbanic from the UC San Diego Moores Cancer Center. Thanks to each of you for being with us today, and for all of the work you’ve done as leaders in clinical research and patient care that has improved the lives of many patients with lung cancer across the country. 



Format for Tonight

 Panelists answer prepared questions
 Ask questions in the Facebook chat
 Recording will be available online
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Diagnosis of Cervical Cancer



Diagnosis of Cervical 
Cancer

What is Cervical Cancer?
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Cervical Cancer Diagnosis

What is, and causes, HPV?

How do I get HPV?

What if I had the HPV vaccine?

Should I get the HPV vaccine?
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Is there any way to prevent 
cervical cancer?

How does screening work?
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If I have an abnormal Pap test, 
what are the next steps?
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Audience Questions
&

Additional Discussion



Curative Treatment
of Cervical Cancer



Curative Treatment

Which doctors are involved 
with patients with Cervical 
Cancer?

Which types of treatments 
does each offer?
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Curative Treatment

What are the different types of 
surgical procedures that may 
be offered?

Is laparoscopic surgery any 
better than standard surgical 
procedures for cervical cancer?
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Curative Treatment

What if I want to preserve 
fertility?
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Curative Treatment

Why might a patient not want 
surgery to treat their cervical 
cancer? What are the risks?

Why are some patients not 
candidates for surgery?
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Curative Treatment

How does radiation therapy 
work?
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Curative Treatment

What are some of the different 
types of radiation therapy that 
may be offered?
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Curative Treatment

What is brachytherapy and 
why is it important for cervical 
cancer?
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Curative Treatment

What are types of side effects 
that are common with 
radiation therapy?
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Curative Treatment

How are chemotherapy, 
immunotherapy, and targeted 
therapy used alongside 
radiation therapy to help cure 
patients?
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Other Topics



Future Directions

What new advances will help 
enable radiation therapy to 
better cure cervical cancer in 
the future?
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COVID-19

Should I delay treatment of 
cervical cancer due to concern 
of COVID-19 infection?
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ASTRO 
COVID-19

Vaccine for 
Cancer 

Patients

RTAnswers.org

Cancer patients may have an increased risk of contracting COVID-19 and 
more severe disease if infected. According to the CDC, “Adults of any age 
with certain underlying medical conditions are at increased risk for severe 
illness from the virus that causes COVID-19. mRNA COVID-19 vaccines may 
be administered to people with underlying medical conditions provided they 
have not had a severe or immediate allergic reaction to any of the 
ingredients in the vaccine.” These guidelines also apply to cancer patients. 
The mRNA COVID-19 vaccines do not include any virus, and there is no risk of 
contracting the infection from the vaccine.

Patients who have cancer, as well as those who have received treatment for 
cancer, may be immune compromised, but these patients may still receive 
COVID-19 vaccines as long as there is no increased risk of reaction to any of 
the components of the vaccine. ASTRO encourages cancer patients who are 
actively receiving treatment such as radiation therapy to consult with their 
oncologists about the timing for vaccination, injection location, and any 
unique considerations relevant for their treatments. Individuals with a prior 
history of cancer who are not in active treatment are encouraged to seek 
vaccination whenever it is made available to them. 
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